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Foreword
The wonderful page backgrounds are the result of a mathematical algorithm 
created by Jared Tarbell, cofounder of Etsy.com. “Lines likes crystals grow on 
a computational substrate. A simple perpendicular growth rule creates intricate 
city-like structures.” (Tarbell, 2009)

All of the page background images have been created by starting the algo-
rithm, then stopping the computations at a specific moment and printing the 
results into a PDF document. The ensuing image is then adjusted in Photoshop 
and placed in InDesign; where the transparency has been reduced anywhere 
from 25% to 75%.

It’s also been lots of fun combining my analytical side with my creative side! 
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Lyrical Visions

Unit 1 Individual Project

Concept:
Random association is one way designers generate ideas.

Assignment:
To find 3 lyrics or poems that appealed to us and pair them with images that 
create a statement. In combining the verse and image we were to create a the-
matic concept and share that new vision with the viewer.

Programs Used:
Adobe Illustrator CS4, version 14.0.0
Adobe InDesign CS4, version 6.0.4
Adobe Photoshop CS4 Extended, version 11.0.1
TechSmith Snagit, version 9.1.2 (Build 304)
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Execution:

I created a story of how time steals away those precious moments we never 
have the opportunity to get back. I combined images from a prior assignment, 
a family photograph and the image of a place my family came from; with 
verses as random associations. 

The initial lyric comes from The Rocky Horror Picture Show; the second, newly 
found and heartfelt; and the third, so appropriate for all of the men in my 
family. Most especially now, as my son goes back to war.  Time was used as 
the common denominator in all three sections of the design. Thereby showing 
how all of the images and lyrics were related through the use of time. By using 
the stanza “ Time is Fleeting - Madness takes its Toll”, the project is in concert.

Category: Page Layout

Artist: Sherry Hansberry- 
Brown

Subject: Class Assignment in 
ILL310

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Lyrics: Time Warp 

Source: Rocky Horror Picture 
Show

Process: Used original Photo-
shop image; added text frame 
for explanation; did a black fill 

[0/0/0]; typeface is Verdana 
10 pts. Used text frames and  

a curved text path for the 
song lyrics in Papyrus from 
18 pts to 21.66 pts. Linked  

the image and text frame with 
rectangle frame using the 
Fancy corner option. I am 

pleased with the results of  
this particular design.
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Category: Page Layout

Photographer: Unknown

Subject: TSgt Robert K. 
Brown, EOD Tech,USAF

Year of Work: 2007

Media: InDesign document 

Poem: Who Has Your Back? 

Source: Military Wives and 
Moms (The Mommy Playbook)

Process: Cropped the digital 
photo in Photoshop. Added 
text frame filled with black 
[0/0/0] and Verdana font at 10 
pts for the explanation. The 
poem was altered to fit the 
circumstance in the second 
stanza. The typeface used is 
Viner Hand ITC Regular 18 
pts with a light blue  #bae5f4 
[186/299/244] applied. Also, 
applied Fancy corners for the 
outside rectangle box.

Category: Page Layout

Photographer:© Eva McDermott

Subject: Inverness Beach, 
Nova Scotia, Canada 

on Cape Breton Island

Year of Work: 2008

Media: InDesign document

Quote: George Orwell

Source: International War 
Veterans’ Poetry Archives

Process: Downloaded image 
from Internet, cropped it in 

Photoshop. Added text frame 
filled with [112/0/11] and used 
Verdana 10 pts. Added Fancy 
corners to the rectangle box.

Used Stencil STD bold in 18 
pts and applied Desert Sun-
set gradient to the typeface 

placed on the image; since it 
is so typical of  the  writing on 

G.I. boxes and duffle bags. 
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Expanding Our Vision

Unit 2 Individual Project

Concept:
Using the combinations of photographic images to bring out an inner meaning 
for art or a marketing campaign.

Assignment:
Creating 4 separate layouts using various techniques such as hue, value, filters, 
saturation and brushes to enhance the images. Adding different images to 
each other to show another potential vision to the viewer. At the same time, us-
ing words to convey the new meaning. 

Programs Used:
Adobe InDesign CS4, version 6.0.4
Adobe Photoshop CS4 Extended, version 11.0.1



Category: Page Layout

Subject: Combined NASA 
Logo and Images

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: Google.com Images 

Process: Downloaded images 
from Internet into Photoshop, 

reduced opacity of  launch 
by 15% and logo by 50%. The 

images were sized for com-
patibility. I applied Image > 

Mode > Grayscale and Image 
> Mode > Duotone with green  

and black. The image took 
on a sepia tone effect. The 

typeface used was  Monotype 
Corsiva Regular at 11 pts. In 
each text block, I varied the 
color to make the  text more 

interesting and add additional 
emphasis to that particular 

description section. 
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Execution:

My first image was an homage to NASA and 50 years of successes and 
failures, but ever hopeful of the future. The second image was using my sister’s 
photographs of Nevada scenery. The third image combination was my son’s 
family and the fourth is my family, both from a few years ago.
•	 Image 1 was to be combined using opacity factors and a duotone process.
•	 Image 2 was to be combined using opacity factors and the paint brushes. 
•	 Image 3 used the hue, value and saturation factors of 4 different images. 
•	 Image 4 used several filters so that it wasn’t obvious which filters were used.
The fun part of this assignment was speaking to my granddaughter, Ashlee 
and learning about her class in InDesign. Since this was one document I used 
the same typography throughout and only varied font size for titles.
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Category: Page Layout

Subject: Nevada’s Grandeur

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: Marno J. Ayers, BFA

Process: Cropped image to the 
required 3” x 5” size. Created 
4 layers to work the design. 
Layer 1 was a background 
color layer using #6065a0 at 
100% opacity. Layer 2 was 
the sunset, erased bottom 
black and used art history 
brush for fill-in. Layer 3 is the 
mountain image with the sky 
removed by the Magic Wand 
Tool, reduced to 80% opac-
ity. Layer 4 is where the paint 
brush was used at between 3 
px and 9 px to paint the shad-
ows in at the ridge lines, in-
creasing the definition of  the 
piece. The opacity is at 50%.

Category: Page Layout

Subject: The Robert K. Brown 
Family

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: Family Photographs

Process: Scanned and down-
loaded into Photoshop, 

cropped as required and 
inserted them into InDesign 
in polygonal frames for the 
original images. Needed to 

separate the images first, as 
one of  the originals is a family 

picture. Made the hue, value 
and saturation adjustments in 
Photoshop. Initially, the image 

was adjusted by Cyanotype, 
then made choices on the 

curves.The final result was 
a combination of  a reduced 

opacity, Yellow Boost and 
Cyanotype. Very interesting! 
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Category: Page Layout

Subject: The Kenneth L. Brown 
Family

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: Family Photograph

Process: Scanned and down-
loaded into Photoshop, and 
cropped as required. In Pho-
toshop copied the image and 
created 3 separate layers. 
Layer 1 - used Artistic Filter 
> Texture > Texturizer; added 
Noise > Dust & Speckles and 
Gaussin Blur;  and reduced 
the opacity to 50%. Layer 2 -  
used Artistic Filter > Accent-
ed Edges and a Lens Flare 
under Render. On Layer 3 
- only reduced the opacity to 
50%. The differences are very 
subtle in the family’s facial 
expressions. Interesting!

Unit 2 Additional Notes:

I really had to work hard in Photoshop to create the various effects I wanted 
to achieve. This particular assignment was especially helpful in an unexpected 
manner. The critique portion of the Live Chat meetings is really great since there 
is immediate feedback and direct questions can be asked. This is one of the 
most valuable portions of the class to me. It also helped me to evolve my own 
critical thinking process and instead of looking at an entire design, be able to 
reduce it down to its most prominent elements. Thereby being able to isolate a 
positive or negative design feature. That being said, this unit  has given me even 
stronger insight into the design process. And helped me tremendously to really 
understand the reasons why; instead of just relying on insinct for my overall 
design choices.
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My Designer’s Vision

Unit 3 Group Project

Concept:
Choose a designer whose work is appealing, research their work; and create an 
idea book about the designer’s body of work and style.

Assignment:
Create 15 images in total - 10 from the chosen designer and 5 from members 
of the small group. By working together this will expand knowledge gained and 
there will be a greater appreciation of differing styles. The idea book was to be 
stylish in a manner emulating the chosen designer’s work; making certain that 
various features were utilized in InDesign.

Programs Used:
Adobe InDesign CS4, version 6.0.4
Adobe Photoshop CS4 Extended, version 11.0.1
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Execution:

The primary focus of this assignment was to determine which designer spoke 
loudest to me. As soon as I completed a bit of research it became appar-
ent that Saul Bass was my designer. Most images found on the Internet were 
saved as jpgs, then opened in Photoshop to be resized. I setup the idea book 
with 4 columns per page, with the left column being the time line and page bor-
der color. The middle two columns then were filled with text or images and the 
right column was left blank to allow for a strong proportion of white space. I 
sectioned the idea book into 4 chapters and a couple of reference pages - lots 
of research on this project! The orange-red [208/81/52] was derived from the 
Photoshop eyedropper tool from the cover’s poster image. In order to maintain 
consistency that color was used on all page borders and both covers.

Category: Book Layout

Subject: Saul Bass, Graphic 
Designer

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: Google.com Images 

Process: Downloaded images 
from Internet into Photoshop, 
cropped them.  The typeface 
used was Myriad Pro Regular  

and Bold from 10 pts to 72 pts 
for the title. Where there were 

quotes from the designer, I 
used the italicized version of  

the font. There is a total of  12 
pages including the front and 

back covers. I used the Rule 
of  Thirds for the front cover 

to create a  structured layout; 
however the image of  the 

movie poster  for ‘Anatomy 
of  a Murder’ created certain 

layout constraints. 
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Category: Book Layout

Subject: Saul Bass, Graphic 
Designer

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: Google.com Images 

Process: Downloaded images 
from Internet into Photoshop 
to resize them to 2”x2.5” to 
maintain a consistent size 
for the idea book. For the 
album cover I set it at a 45 
degree angle for interest, 
This allowed me to place 6 
images and text on the 2 page 
spread. For the logo spread 
I only placed 4 images and 
no angled image for a more 
structured look. In the time-
line column the font was set 
at 12 pts and the text boxes 
were at 10 pts. The images all 
had red, white and black.
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Category: Book Layout

Subject: A. M. Cassandre, a 
French Designer

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: Yvonne Casiano, Small 
Group Member

 Process: Downloaded the 
five images after speaking to 
Yvonne and getting further 
information on the dates from 
her. Maintained the same 2” 
x 2.5” size as the other im-
ages in the idea book.  All 
fomatting remained the same 
throughout the document, 
except instead of  a timeline in 
the last sections of  the docu-
ment; I just used the orange-
red color and the black line 
emulated in the timeline. The 
designer’s picture was 2.36” 
x 2.36”.  Titles were not bold.
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Eco-Friendly View

Unit 4 Individual Project

Concept:
Develop an advertising campaign strategy using the client’s logo, colors and 
text provided, without changing any of them.

Assignment:
Create an effective advertisement that catches the eye and relates to the en-
vironmental goals of the the client. Also create a postcard mailing piece that is 
effective. The director wants several additional thumbnail sketches for the client 
to review and all of the work needs to convey the concepts that renewable en-
ergy is the future.

Programs Used:
Adobe InDesign CS4, version 6.0.4
Adobe Photoshop CS4 Extended, version 11.0.1



25  Unit 4 - Eco-Friendly View

Execution:

My first thought was to use the corporate logo behind the text for a sub-
tle touch. After the critique, however, I went a bit bolder, less like a letter to the 
viewers and more in your face with images. I found an award winning pho-
tographer from Michigan, Mike Moats who had amazing pictures of leaves. I 
fell in love with the photograph of “Morning Rain” and used that as the header 
and footer of the advertisement. I saved the images as jpgs and opened them 
in Photoshop to make my adjustments. The assignment was to use the cli-
ent’s colors, text and logo without changing them. The colors of green, blue and 
black were very specific. I kept a matrix of the R/G/B values and verified that 
all typography maintained those colors precisely. I added another leaf for em-
phasis and found an image of recycled paper to add additional eco-flavor.

Category: Advertising Layout

Subject: ComsumerEnviron-
mental Information

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document

Source: mikemoats.com

Process: Downloaded images 
from Internet into Photoshop, 

and cropped for sizing. The 
header and footer typeface 

is AR Berkley at  36 pts to 72 
pts with a drop shadow and 

the Bevel & Emboss effect 
added. The body type is the  

Maiandra GD font in 10 pts 
to 14 pts. For the organiza-

tion name I followed the logo 
colors, however the green did 
not have enough contrast, so 
I used the black color, copied 
the name and placed it like a 

drop shadow down and to the 
right of  the colorized name. 
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Category: Thumbnail sketches 

Subject: ComsumerEnviron-
mental Information

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document 

Source: Google.com Images

Process: Scanned and down-
loaded into Photoshop, 

cropped as required . The left 
two thumbnails are meant to 
be used with the Open letter 
as a two page spread or they 

can be stand along pieces. 
The background images have 
been reduced in opacity from 

75 to 90%. The  fonts vary 
between thumbnails and the 

focus is different on the lo-
gos as well. I angled the top 

right’s tag line and put the 
address vertical rather than 
horizontal for emphasis. I’m 

not sure if  it really worked. 

Category: Advertising Layout

Subject: Advertising postcard 
for environmental group

Year of Work: 2009

Media: InDesign document 

Source: www.mikemoats.com

Process: Scanned and down-
loaded into Photoshop, and 
cropped as required. For the 
front of  the postcard I used 
the image of  recycled paper 
from the advertisement, in 
this case however the opacity 
was higher than the first im-
age. Therefore the Maiandra 
GD font was entered as Demi 
Bold instead of  Regular for 
more of  a contrast. The logo 
was Beveled & Embossed 
and the organization’s name 
in green on the face is the 
same with a drop shadow. 
Blue was used on the back.
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Unit 5 InDesign Portfolio Execution
For this InDesign Portfolio I used a consistent layout regarding typography 
and colors. For the general text boxes the font is Louisiana in a dark blue 
[0/56/170] from 18 pts to 72 pts. The titling, footer page numbers and the Cat-
egory text boxes are green [0/70/29]. In the Category text boxes the titling is 
the Louisiana font at 18 pts and the body text is Arial Rounded MT Bold at 
14 pts. For the background of each page I’ve used the Computational Crystal 
Substrate process to create the images from the Gallery of Computation at 
http://www.complexification.net/gallery/machines/substrate/index.php. However, 
rather than have a separate image for each individual page, I used the same 
images for the Unit section break pages and followed a system of same type 
of images on the same type of backgrounds to create less confusion. This de-
sign concept gave me the opportunity of going a bit wild, but not totally!
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